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(57 !ABSTRACT

A break-away end cap assembly includes a tube member of
predetermined characteristics and an end cap member for
releasably securing the| open end of the tube member. An
annular recessed groove is formed in the inner surface of the
tube member. The end cap member includes an outer flange
portion having an outer peripheral surface consistent in
diameter with an outer diameter of the tube member and a
body portion depending from the outer flange portion. At
least one recessed opening is laterally formed within the
body portion with a pilot hole formed at the base end of each
recessed opening. A normally biased spring member is
seated in a base of the recessed opening and a retractable pin
is positioned over the normally biased spring member. The
retractable pin has an outer beveled surface end which seats
within the annular recessed groove and is held therein with
the normally biased pressure of the spring member until a
force greater than the normal bias of the spring member is
applied against the inner surface of the end cap.

18 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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