NN

US005689864A

United States Patent [ (111 Patent Number: 5,689,864
White 451 Date of Patent: Nov. 25, 1997
[54] RIB CLAMP 2824913 271958 TAVIOr .cerceeeereenceesenecennacesenns 24/569 X
3807718  4/1974 Sendoykas ........coecsecsienns 269/94 X

4 [75] Inventor: James G. White. Bristol. R.L FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
ﬂ [73]1 Assignee: The United States of America as 219939 91910 Germany 269238
represented by the Secretary of the 2600258 7/1976 Germany 2691238
Navy. Washington. D.C. 251418  1/1927 ltaly 24/326

[21] Appl No.: 810,203
[22] Filed: Mar. 3, 1997
[51]1 Int. CLS A44B 21/00
[52] US. Cl .eveerrannane 24/514; 24/569; 24/459;
24/486; 24/327; 269/93; 269/94; 269/238:
269/152; 269/43
[58] Field bf Search ... 24/514, 569. 459,
24/486. 326. 327; 269/93. 94, 238. 152.
43
[56] References Cited
" U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
1,428,679 9/1922 Caswell 269/238
1,640,883 8/1927 Coleman .... 269/238
2,174254  9/1939 Black ..... 24/486 X

328
32

128

32A
14A

Primary Examiner—Peter R. Brown

Assistant Examiner—Hanh V. Tran

Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Michael J. McGowan; Robert W.
Gauthier: Prithvi C. Lall

571 ABSTRACT

A clamp secures objects against a structure adjacent to and
on either side of a rib of the structure. First and second arms
are pivotally coupled to one another at a pivot point. The
arms define a pair of opposing jaws that engage the rib and
a pair of levers extending away from the opposing jaws on
either side of the rib. A threaded member cooperating with
each lever is rotated towards the structure. An object is
positioned between each threaded member and the structure.
In this way. the threaded members press the objects securely
against the structure as the opposing jaws grip the rib.
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