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[731 Assignee: The United States of America as 157 ABSTRACT
ll;le:)vr;sevx;::gl:gt:nhe geccretary of the A tzrcech plug support mechanism for a launcher barrel
having a removable breech plug comprising a handle con-
[21] Appl. No.: 706,592 nected to the plug by at least one leg means, the handle
s having a pivot arm connected thereto, the pivot arm includ-
[22] Filed: Sep. 5, 1996 ing a traverse rod and arranged parallel to the barrel, at least
[51] Int. CLS F41A 3/30  one bracket connected to the barrel and having a rotator
(521 US. CL 89/20.2; 42/32 connected to the bracket. and wherein the traverse rod
[58] Field of Search ........cvvveennennen. 83/12,2.1.22-22/.350-343; rotatably engages the rotator for rotating the plug adjacent
’ * the barrel during loading of the launcher. The traverse rod
[56] References Cited includes a stop key member for engaging a slot within the
rotator to control the rotational movement of the traverse
’ U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS rod. Additionally, the pivot arm at the end nearest the plug
?lgggzg' lg; iggﬁ gﬂdﬂf‘ﬂt --------------------------------- : 98,%221 includes a sleeve having a key slot which engages a key on
] mery s . 1. .
2,798,413 /1957 FOWIET eooooewoeomeermemmennne so/704  the handle leg to maintain alignment of the plug with the
locking ring therefor.
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