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1571 , ABSTRACT 

An underwater apparatus release mechanism disposed on an 
unmanned underwater vehide. A launcher body is joined to 
the underwater vehicle with a fixed release guide thereon. A 
shroud is positioned over the front of the underwater appa- 
ratus which is disposed on the fixed release guide. A 
holddown strap is fastened about the shroud, underwater 
apparatus. and fkxi release guide assembly and releasably 
joined to the launcher hody by to release pins. The release 
pins are joined to a sliding plunger. The plunger is in turn 
connected to a solenoid which can cause movement of the 
plunger to release the holddown strap. Hydrodynamic forces 
cause the shroud and underwater apparatus to slide along the 
fixed release guide until they are free of the underwater 
vehicle. 
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