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[73] Assignee: The United States of America as The present invention relates to an improved etchant for iron
represented by the Secretary of the materials and a method for etching iron materials. The
Navy, Washington, D.C. etchant is an aqueous solution of ferrous chloride and

phosphoric acid. The etchant preferably consisting of esscn-

N L tially of 20.6 gm FeCl,-4H,0, 88 ml H,PO, (concentrated

(211 Appl. No.: 381,592 85%) and deionized water sufficient to make a 500 ml
221 Filed: . 25. 1995 solution total. The method of etching includes the steps of
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