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[571 ABSTRACT 

A system is provided for suppressing flow-induced cavita- 
tion in a fluid flow. At least one acoustic transducer is 
coupled to the fluid flow in a region that is susceptible to the 
formation of cavitation bubbles. The transducer (or 
transducers) applies an acoustic field to the fluid flow in 
order to raise the cavitation threshold pressure of the fluid 
flow above the total local pressure including the pressure 
drop induced by the fluid flow and the pressure due to the 
acoustic field. 
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