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[571 ABSTRACT 

Apparatus for interconnecting an unmanned underwater 
vehicle and a free-floating communications pod includes a 
communications cable depending from the pod and extend- 
ing to a buoy of less buoyancy than the pod. such that the 
cable carries communication signals between the pod and 
the buoy and extends generally vertically in a column of 
water between the pod and the buoy. the buoy being in 
communication with a distal station. The apparatus further 
includes a mobile unmanned underwater vehicle having 
therein guidance means for directing the vehicle to the cable. 
the vehicle being in communication with a control vessel. 
connector means mounted in a nose portion of the vehicle 
and adapted to intercept the cable, the connector means 
being further adapted to permit the cable to slide there- 
through as the vehicle continues movement after the inter- 
cept of the cable. and complementary alignment means on 
the vehicle and the pod adapted to cause the vehicle to 
engage the pod in a preselected orientation and azimuth. 
with the communication components of the UUV and pod in 
alignment. whereby to place the control vessel in commu- 
nication with the distal station. 
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