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57 ABSTRACT

A baffle system for mitigating thruster wake deficit is
provided in the environment of an underwater vehicle. The
baffle system includes at least one baffle member initially
housed within a thruster housing of the underwater vehicle
and an actuating member for selectively positioning the at
least one baffle member into a fluid flow over an outer
surface of the underwater vehicle. The baffle members
deflect the fluid flow from the thruster into surface contact
with the outer surface of the underwater vehicle aft of the
thruster housing on a discharge side thereof and directs the
fluid flow into the thruster housing on an intake side thereof.
The baffles may be as few as two and as many as four, and
are selectively introduced into the fluid flow passing over the
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