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WI ABsTRAcr 

The present invention relates to an improved connector 
for joining two tubular members together. The connec- 
tor is formed by a plurality of longitudinally extending 
fingers extending from an end of one of the tubular 
members and at least one locking groove in the other of 
the tubular members for receiving the fmgers. The con- 
nector further includes a circumferentially extending 
wire member which is received in a notch in a head 
portion of each of the plurality of fingers. The wire 
member is preferably formed from a shape memory 
alloy and has an original circumference less than the 
circumference of a circle formed by the notches in the 
head portions of the fingers. The connector includes 
apertures through which electric wires may be con- 
nected to the shape memory alloy ring member so as to 
cause the shape memory alloy ring member to return to 
its original shape and allow release of the joint connec- 
tion. 
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