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[57] ABSTRACT

An improved method of having an SCSI controller provide
a logical connection between a plurality of host processors
using a single SCSI initiator. The controller contains remov-
able host adapters for connection to any type of host
processor interface. When a host processor requests status
information of a target device. that status information is
passed to the requesting processor and subsequently stored
in the controller and made available to all other host pro-
cessors. The advantage to such a controller is the expanded
number of host processor connections to a single SCSI
initiator whereby each host processor can independently and
logically connect through the controller and SCSI initiator to
a target without clearing target status information for other
host processors. The invention is particularly advantageous
when adapted to function in a local area network (LAN)
arrangement where a significant number of host processors
are requesting data from one mass storage device.

5 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets

|
12a I = ‘/0
—~ P L
I A !
. HOST i 2pa
=L ADAPTER [— 14 ! , / '
,"/ i —' -
L 4 1 F"*‘—‘&//, SCSI TARGET 1
MICRO ;
PROCESSOR L
12b 18 1 24b
o ] ~
. -
Host |-t L. scsi L
| ADAPTER [~ 1 INITIATOR - | ﬁ‘\--«% SCS! TARGET 2
| i ! S—
! o
. ! - 4 | .
. l . £ T . 249
. : . = MEMORY R '
{ 12n P | L
1
!’J . i —_{\‘j SCSI TARGET 7
|
HOST |
ADAPTER !
!




